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Further Discussion on the Standard and Definition of “Elderly”

Zhai Zhenwu Li Long

Abstract: A fundamentally important issue in ageing societies is how to define “old age” and “elderly ”
people. Upon reviewing historical experience and clarifying practical requirements this paper presents a the—
oretical framework of the definition of “elderly” and outlines its dynamic standard and scientific basis. Pro—
ductive state healthy state and disabilityfree state reflecting the different cognitive styles of “elderly” from
the diverse dimensions of production and life should be taken into consideration when rethinking the defini-
tion system of “elderly” at distinct levels. With economic and social development there is a need to rede—
fine “elderly” from the different dimensions of production and life by constructing the productive state
healthy state and disabilityHree state life tables on the basis of the social surveys making the age threshold
of the elderly wellfounded. Redefining “elderly” would contribute to repainting the blueprint of ageing re—
search and reconstructing the patterns of ageing societies enabling societies to deal with the ageing challen—
ges more effectively.
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