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A Study on the Unnatural Deaths and the Related Issues
during the Difficult Three Year Period

Cheng Fnfu Zhan Zhihua

Abstract: The opinion that 30 million is the number of unnatural deaths during the Chinese Difficult
Three Year Period( 19594961) is worth deliberating. It can be estimated with the average death toll
from 1955 to 1957 as the normal standard and the missing report of deaths from 1953 to 1964 plus the
subsequently modification combined that there were approximately four to five million people who ex—
perienced unnatural deaths during the Difficult Three Year Period. The distributions of unnatural deaths
apparently differ largely in regional structure age structure as well as gender structure. Even though the
millions of unnatural deaths is a lesson to reflect upon still the efforts the Chinese government made
against the famine as well as the achievements they reached should not be obliterated. In addition
there were a series of complicated causes that led to the large number of unnatural deaths and it is
difficult to find out the proper answer only based upon the simple cause & effect relationship. Therefore
the discussion of this issue should be done by carrying out specific analyses in specific problems.
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1 1955 ~1965
Table 1 Number of Deaths from 1955 to 1965
(%o) ( ) ( ) ( ( )
1955 12.28 60266 61465 60866 747
1956 11. 40 61465 62828 62147 708
1957 10. 80 62828 64653 63741 688
1958 11.98 64653 65994 65324 783
1959 14.59 65994 67207 66601 972
1960 25.43 67207 66207 66707 1696
1961 14.24 66207 65859 66033 940
1962 10. 02 65859 67295 66577 667
1963 10. 04 67295 69172 68234 685
1964 11.50 69172 70499 69836 803
1965 9.50 70499 72538 71519 679
= ( + ) /2 x
(1983 ). 1983
2 1959 ~ 1961
Table 2 The Estimation of Famine-Averted Births( 1959-1961)
( %o) ( %%o) ( )
1955 ~ 1957 32.84 — —
1958 29.22 -3.62 -236
1959 24.78 -8.06 -537
1960 20. 86 -11.98 -799
1961 18.02 -14.82 -979
1962 37.01 4.17 278
1963 43. 37 10.53 719
1964 39. 14 6.3 440
1965 37.88 .04 363
@ 1955 ~1957* .
@) = X o
(1983 ). 1983
(3)
1 3608 1955 ~ 1957
* 1955 ~ 1957
o 1958
1959 o 1958 o
1955 ~ 1958 1956 ~ 1958 o
1957 1958 o o



100 41
3 2143 1465 o 3 1955 ~ 1957
1959 ~ 1961
1317 0
3 1959 ~1961
Table 3 The Estimation of Unnatural Deaths( 1959-4961)
( %o) (%o) ( )
1955 ~ 1957 11.49 — —
1958 11.98 0.49 32
1959 14.59 3.10 206
1960 25.43 13.94 930
1961 14.24 2.75 181
@ 1955 ~1957 ; 1955 ~ 1957
o = ( 1) x o
(1983 ). 1983
1.2
1.2.1
( 4 ) @
4 1954 ~1961
Table 4 The Statistics of Natural Increase and Migration from 1954 to 1961
C ) (%o) (%o) C ) C )
1954 60266 — — — —
1955 61465 20. 32 1237 1199 -38
1956 62828 20. 50 1274 1363 89
1957 64653 23.23 1481 1825 344
1958 65994 17.24 1126 1341 215
1959 67207 10. 19 679 1213 534
1960 66207 -4.57 -305 - 1000 - 695
1961 65859 3.78 250 -348 -598
(1983 ). 1983
= —( - )@
( - ) °
@
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Coale( 1984) 1%o
1953 ~ 1964 5000 NO) 1953 ~ 1964
( - ) o
( 1997) N « ”
Coale
( 1997) .
o N 20 60
1960 ~ 1964 2654
o o 1000
( 2011) . “
» ( 2014) .
11956 ~ 1979
(
2013) .
1.2.2 @
2 . (
y o« ” 3608 = -
)
1955 ~1957 2143
1465 : 1955 ~ 1957 714 1962 667
1959 ~ 1961 696 .687 678
3 2061 1547 @ 1955 ~
1957 714 1962 ~ 1964 718 1956
® .
@
5 « . 3 . 5417
1964 7050 30%
@ 1955 ~ 1957 714 1962 667 47 1957
714 1962 9.4 1959 ~ 1961
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( 3 ) 1963( 3 ) 1959 ~ 1961
715.8 \716.4 117 3 2149
1459 o
20%o
10. 8%o 8 0
20%o 10%o N o
o o 1957
o 1957 19 ( N ) 126 2
171 5225 o 8. 59%o
13. 43%o( 1996) . 835
13. 10%.D. 1957 688 10. 80%o
13. 10%0/10. 80%0 — 1 =21.3% 147
1952@ ~ 1957 1953 ~ 1957
( 5) o
5 1952 ~1957
Table 5 The Estimation of Deaths and Death Underreporting From 1952 to 1957
(%0) (%) (%) C ) C ) (
1952 17. 00 17. 00 0.00 967 967.0 0.0
1953 14. 00 16.22 15. 86 814 940. 6 127.6
1954 13. 18 15.44 17.15 785 914.2 129.2
1955 12. 28 14. 66 19. 38 747 887.8 140. 8
1956 11. 40 13. 88 21.75 708 841.4 133.4
1957 10. 80 13.10 21.30 688 835 147.0
( 195)3 ~1957 . _ — 3742 4419 678
— “ ” 2013:298
1953 ~ 1957 680 1964
? 1958 ~ 1961 (
» o . 1958 ( »
o 5
1958 100 o 1959 o {
D 1957 64653 6902 57751
8.59%0 13.43%o 59 776 835
63741 13. 10%0-
@ 1952 o 1953
3018 o 37%o
17%o 20%( . 2009) ¢ )
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)

20 ® ;
o 1960 ~ 1961 § D)
o 1953 ~ 1959 800 @,
1959 ~ 1961 o 1959 ~ 1961 3628 3
3608 ( 1) 1959 20 o 800
3 2828 ( 2013) .
3 3 o
1955 ~ 1957 2564 ()
264 o : 1955 ~ 1957
855 1962 677
1957 ~ 1962 1959 ~ 1961 783.8 \748.2
\712.6 3 2245 583 o
: 1955 ~ 1957 855 1962 ~ 1964 718
® 1956 ( 3 ) 1963( 3 )
1959 ~ 1961 796. 2 \776.6 V757 3
2330 498 o 1955 ~ 1957
855 1964 ~ 1966 736 @ 1956( 3 )
1965 3 ) 1959 ~ 1961 815  .802
V789 3 2406 422
1959 ~ 1961 { » 3
1955 ~ 1957 o
60 ® 1962 1963
o N o 1959 ~ 1961
400 ~ 500 ®,
@®
@ 800 =680 + 100 +20 “ 800
” . ¢ ) 1962 ~ 1963
30 1962 10 1963 20
1962 677 1963 705
@ 1962 ~1963 1964 1962 ~ 1964
3
@ 1965 679 1966 649 1982
1965 ~ 1981 800 ( 2013)
1979
1965 ~ 1979 800 15 53
( 2013) . 1965 732 1966 702 . 1964
803 1962 1963 30 1964 773
. 1964 — 1966 736
® “ 7,



104

41

10 ;

5%o

6 1959 ~1961
Table 6 The Summarized Sheet of the Regional Average Death Rate and Number of Deaths in China from 1959 to 1961

668

32. 90%o,

S

1955 ~ 1957 1959 ~ 1961 1955 ~ 1957 1959 ~ 1961
(%o) ((%o) ( ( )
8. 46 9.87 8.92 19.92
9.33 10. 04 13.97 17.23
11.43 13.92 121.95 144. 05
12. 40 13.08 56. 89 65. 87
9.93 9.73 25. 86 32.22
8.47 13. 60 57.55 98. 74
8. 83 11.80 32.08 47.94
10. 62 11.49 43.52 59.76
6.97 7.13 13.46 21.37
11. 68 15.44 141. 31 197. 43
10. 45 10. 84 75.55 84. 74
11.73 31.13 113. 48 303.27
8.41 11.70 34.95 54.68
13. 40 13.54 71.56 80. 67
12. 63 20. 07 197. 45 321. 14
12.52 21.29 176. 31 302. 97
10. 67 14.93 94.22 141. 62
12.76 19.96 133. 64 216. 50
10. 02 12.39 95. 66 128.06
13.13 2.15 81. 69 145.13
10. 55 43.45 217. 84 885. 42
8. 12 26. 43 39.27 133.78
15.08 18. 68 82. 74 106. 81
10.23 11.25 53.20 64.22
11.33 23.39 40. 34 88. 90
11.30 23.00 6.37 17. 11
10. 63 13.48 5.40 8.36
14.20 15.41 22.17 30.25
— — 2057. 35 3818. 16
(1983 ). 1983
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7 1955 ~ 1957
7. 42%o0 3. 63%0 o,
3 N 3 o 3
9. 01%o 8. 25%o 0. 76%0-
6. 97%o 7. 13%0 0. 16%o-
7 1955 ~1957 1959 ~ 1961 N (%0)
Table 7 The Comparison of the Death rates Between the Whole Country Urban and
Rural Regions from 1955 to 1957 and from 1959 to 1961
1955 12.28 9.30 12. 60
1956 11. 40 7.43 11. 84
1957 10. 80 8.47 11.07
11.49 8.40 11.84
1959 14. 59 10. 92 14. 61
1960 25.43 13.77 28.58
1961 14.24 11.39 14.58
18.09 12.03 19.26
(1983 ). 1983
2.2
o (1953) (1964 )
(45 )
0 1964 1953
60 @ @,
o 9 Al 60 o
1961 ° 8
(40 ) @ 0~4 ;
20 ~24 o 0
0 15 ~19
®
@) 7.42=19.26 -11.84;3.63 =12.03 -8.40
@ 1964 65 60 ~62
@ 1959 ~1961 800 60 o
65 o
@ 1964 45 40 ~42
® 1964 20~24 15~19 &
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8 (1953 ) (1964)
Table 8 The Changes of Population by Age Group between the First( 1953) and the Second( 1964) Censuses

1953 1964
() ( ) ( ) ( ) (%)
0~4 8928 10014 1086 12.2
5-~9 6278 9418 3140 50.0

10 ~ 14 5379 8635 3256 60. 5
15 ~19 5173 6212 1039 20. 1
20 ~24 4632 5082 450 9.7
25 ~29 4232 5040 808 19.1
30 ~34 3809 4671 862 2.6
35 ~39 3628 4117 489 13.5
40 ~44 3165 3565 400 12.6
45 ~49 2876 3085 209 7.3
50 ~54 2436 2651 215 8.8
5559 2056 2257 201 .8
60 ~ 64 1650 1767 117 1
65 2504 2458 - 46 -1.8

. ) (1949 ~1985) .

1988:478 ~481 602 ~ 605

9 65 (1953 ~1964)
Table 9 The Change of the Population Aged 65 and Over in the Provinces With Serious Famine From 1953 to 1964

1953 ( ) 1964 ( ) ( ) (%)
111 73 -38 -34.2
258 185 -73 -28.3
308 249 -59 -19.1
38 26 -12 -31.6
52 46 -6 -11.5
90 68 -22 -24.4

4 (1949 ~1985) ) o
2.3
o 10

( 1993) o ( 10)

5:2 o

( 2001) .



107

Table 10 The National Population and the Changes by Gender from 1958 to 1961( in ten thousand)

10 1958 ~1961

C ) ) C )

1958 65994 — 34195 — 31779 —

1959 67207 1213 34890 695 32317 518

1960 66207 -1000 34283 -607 31924 -393

1961 65859 -348 33880 -403 31979 55

( (1949 ~1985) ) o
3
3.1
3.1.1
o 1960
N . 1961 2 13
2013) .
( » .
3.1.2
1960
° . 1961
580.97 (1), .
( 2009a) .
11 1957 ~1963
Table 11 The Summary of Chinas Grain Importation & Exportation( 1957-1963)

)

C )

1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963

209. 26
288.34
415.75
272. 04
135.50
103. 09
149. 01

16. 68
22.35
0.20
6.63
580. 97
492. 30
595.20

(1983 ).

1983:422.43
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3.1.3
1) . “ ” “ ”
. 12 1959 ~ 1961 1955 ~1957 3
. 1959 ~ 1960
(2) . 1961 1 ( p) 1961
20% 1960
5% 25% 65 75 ( 2009b) .
(3) . 1960.1961 . 1958 388
1961 215 .
(4) . . 13 1959 ~1961 3
1093. 3 364. 4 3 34.4%:; 1955 ~
1957 3 909. 6 303.2 3
31.5% . 1955 ~
1957 3 .
12 1955 ~ 1963 N
Table 12 China’s Grain Production and Requisition from 1955 to 1963
( ) ( ) (%) ( ) (%)
1955 3678.7 1014.9 27.6 723.5 19.7
1956 3854.9 908. 8 23.6 574.0 14.9
1957 3900.9 960. 8 24.6 677. 4 17.4
1958 4000 1175.2 29.4 834.4 20.9
1959 3400 1348. 1 39.7 951.3 28.0
1960 2870 1021. 1 35.6 617.9 21.5
1961 2950 809. 4 27. 4 516.1 17.5
1962 3200 762.9 23.8 514. 4 16. 1
1963 3400 879.3 25.9 578. 4 17.0
(1983 ). 1983:393
3.1.4
20 50
. 1958 2100 1960 5044
1957 . .
1960 . 1961 1 1963 6
1557 2600 2800 .
1960 631 1962 470 ( 2009)
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