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Husbands’ Housework Share and Women’ s Hazards of Entering Parenthood

Zhao Menghan Ji Yingchun

Abstract: Previous Chinese literature on women’ s hazards of giving births focused on the impacts of
policies or marital and childbearing histories. Under low fertility regime gender and intergenerational rela—
tions rather than policy interventions exert more influence on Chinese women’ s childbearing behaviors. Un—
der the framework of New Home Economics and gender equity theory and gender and development approach
regarding fertility this study discusses about how Chinese women’ s economic activities and changes in gen—
der relations might affect women’ s hazards of entering parenthood. Capitalizing on data from a longitudinal
survey this article uses event history analysis to test how housework division and wives’ economic activities
influence the hazards of giving first births. The results suggest that women earning higher income tend to
have lower hazards of giving first births. Coresiding with women’ s mothers-indaw increases the hazards of
entering parenthood. Also husbands’ greater involvement in housework is related to higher hazards of giving
first births and this relationship is stronger in households that can hardly get help from women’ s mothers-in—
law.
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Table 1  Descriptive Statistics
/ /
/ (%) (%)
< =10% 51.09 18.75
10% ~50% 13.99 81.25
50% ~100% 9.51 () 5757. 36
> =100% 15.08 () 5.85
10.33 ) 22.89
(%) () 9.91
60. 19 (%)
/ 15.35 48.37
24.46 51.63
(%) (%)
97.96 1991 12.77
2.04 1993 10.73
(%) 1997 21.47
5.30 2000 14.54
/ 13.18 2004 7.74
81.52 2006 5.43
(%) 2009 13.72
96. 60 2011 13.59
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Table 2  Life Table of Giving First Births
95 %

15 20 0.0044 0.9783 0.0028 0.9721 0.9832

20 25 0.1195 0.5281 0.0098 0.5088 0.5471

25 30 0.2090 0. 1656 0.0078 0.1507 0.1811

30 35 0.1287 0.0850 0. 0066 0.0726 0.0985

35 40 0. 0286 0.0736 0. 0065 0.0616 0.0870

40 45 0.0038 0.0722 0. 0065 0.0602 0.0857

45 50 0. 0000 0.0722 0. 0065 0.0602 0.0857
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Table 3 Parameter Estimates from Cox Models of Hazards of Giving First Birth

1 2 3

( )

0.180 0.171 0.043 0.181 0.068  0.186
-0.050™ 0.017 -0.042" 0.018 -0.043" 0.019

/ (10% ~50%)
< =10% 0.266* 0.143  0.219 0.140 0.164  0.137
50% ~100% 0.214 0.214 0.196 0.215 0.170  0.219
> =100% 0.432* 0.166  0.457™ 0.167  0.467™ 0.159
0.187 0.199 0.137 0.196 -0.009  0.193

( )
0.838* 0. 140
/ 0.626™ 0.170
( )
0.313  0.440
( )
0.410  0.280
/ 0.060  0.127
( )
~1.109* 0.414
0.019 0.018 0.024  0.019
0.013 0.016 0.017 0.017
0.086* 0.045 0.070 0.044
( )
0.470™ 0.114  0.378™ 0.116
(1991 )
1993 0.241 0.199 0.177 0.202 0.120  0.201
1997 ~0.309° 0.155 —0.403° 0.165 -0.250  0.161
2000 -0.016 0.159 -0.181 0.178 -0.159  0.173
2004 -0.278 0.183 —0.464" 0.202 -0.410° 0.194
2006 -0.318 0.212 -0.517° 0.230 -0.324  0.218
2009 ~0.694™ 0.190 -0.927** 0.215 -0.800™* 0.215
2011 ~0.367% 0.199 —0.654™ 0.231 -0.606™ 0.233
N 736 736 736
Log Likelihood -2705.2 ~2696.5 -2669.3
ttp<0.1 “p<0.05 ™p<0.01 **p<0.001; .
( )
@,
2bo
4 5 /
( 4) . (
) o

. ( 2014)
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Table 4 Parameter Estimates from Cox Models with Interaction Terms
4 5
( )
0.096 0. 186 0.103 0. 186
—0.044" 0.019 -0.071" 0.033
/ (10% ~50%)
< =10% 0. 635 0.423 -0.080 0.228
50% ~100% 1.004 * 0. 546 0.405 0.433
> =100% 1.123° 0.442 0.305 0.263
0.476 0.734 -0.075 0.293
( )
1.5517  0.420 0.836™ 0. 140
/ 0.947" 0.431 0.628 0.168
( )
0.414 0.464 0. 340 0.444
( )
0. 406 0.287 0.405 0.278
/ 0.058 0. 128 0. 065 0.129
( )
-1.191* 0.423 -1.135™ 0.420
/ %
< =10%* -0.746 0.455
< =10%* / -0.097 0.487
50% ~100% * -1.116" 0. 602
50% ~100% * / -0.873 0. 802
> =100% * -0.861" 0.484
> =100% * / -0.834 0.543
i -0.680 0.761
* / -0.706 1.064
/ %
< =10%* 0.044 0.033
50% ~100% * -0.031 0.059
> =100% * 0.030 0.039
* 0.011 0.045
3
N 736 736
Log Likelihood -2664.3 -2667.6

Ttp<0.1 " p<0.05 *p<0.01 *p<0.001;

o)
®

exp(1.123 -0.861) -1 * 100% ~30% -
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1
Figure 1 ~ Smoothed Hazards of Giving First Births by Husbands’ Share of Housework When Coresiding with Husbands’ Mothers
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Figure 2 Smoothed Hazards of Giving First Births by Husbands’ Share of Housework When Living far from Husbands’ Mothers
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