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Whether the Low—fertility Trap Exists?
Observations on the Long—term Changes in
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Abstract: Using total fertility rate ( TFR) of below 1.5 for over 20 years as the criterion for judging the

low-fertility trap this research examines the trend of fertility change in 66 countries and regions that entered

the post-iransitional stage before 1997. Three main findings are as follows: First the lowfertility trap is not

accidental; the risk of lowfertility trap has spread from 22 countries and regions to other parts of the world.

Second

the lowfertility trap is not inevitable. There are 21 countries and regions where TFR has never fall-

en below 1.5 and most of them have remained above 1.7 or 1.8 in most years. Third the low-fertility trap

is not unescapable but only a small number of countries and regions have succeeded. China has long stood

and fluctuated at the critical level of the lowfertility trap

the average fertility intension level is significantly

lower than the replacement level and other demographic factors that have a negative impact on fertility have

strengthened there is a high risk of falling into the lowfertility trap.
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Table 1  Countries and Regions with TFR below 1.5 for 20 Years or Over (up to 2016)
() ()
1975 40 1994 23
1984 33 1995 22
1985 32 1995 22
1985 31 1996 21
1987 30 1996 21
1989 28 1998 20
1992 25 1998 20
1994 23 1998 20
MPIDR and VID The Human Fertility Database ( HFD) . ht—
tps: / /www. humanfertility. org/ cgi-bin/main. php; 2017 http: //
stat. gov. pl/en/topics/population/population/demographic-situation-in-poland-up-to-2017-births—
and-fertility 8 1. html; 2017 https: / /www. singstat. gov. sg/find—
data/search-by-theme / population / births-andfertility / latest-data; 2017
http: / /kostat. go. kr/portal /eng/pressReleases/1/index; World Bank
World Development Indicators. https: //data. worldbank. org/indicator.
(0 1991 ~ 1993 1.5 1.51 19%4
1.47. 2016 1.49 MPIDR and VID 1.53, (2)
2008 2009 1.5 2010 1.45, (3)
1999 2000 1.5 1.55 2001 1.45, (4)
2000 1.6 2001 1.41, (5)2017 1.42
1.16 1.05.
2.2
o 66 21
1.5 1.7 1.8
40 ( 2)
1.80 1.73, 1.5
(1973 ) (2000 ) 1 1.49 2
(1983 1984 ) 1.47 1.49 6 (1981 ~1986 ) 1.38 ~1.48
4 0
2.3
o OECD
2015 2016 1.60 1.53 @,

® 1.50 1.49,
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35.7% » 1.5 13
1.54  1.60.
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Table 2 Countries and Regions with TFR above 1.5
TFR TFR
1968 ~2016 1.50 1989 ~2016 1.67
1972 ~2016 1.51 1991 ~2016 1.81
1972 ~2016 1.80 1991 ~2016 1.84
1973 ~2016 1.63 1992 ~2016 1.59
1975 ~2016 1.73 1995 ~2016 1.61
1975 ~2016 1.66 1994 ~2016 1.76
1976 ~2016 1.74 1995 ~2016 1.61
1978 ~2016 1.89 1996 ~2016 1.91
1979 ~2016 1.73 1994 ~2016 1.74
1979 ~2016 1.57 1996 ~2016 1.80
1984 ~2016 1.80
World Bank World Development Indicators. https: //data. worldbank. org/
indicator.
3 1.5 15 1.5
Table 3 Countries with TFR below 1.5 for 15 Years or More but Rising Back to above 1.5
TFR l( 5 ) TFR TFR 1.5 2016 TFR
15 1.20 2008 1.75
17 1.27 2008 1.64
17 1.13 2008 1.63
18 1.20 2008 1.57
15 1.09 2008 1.54
13 1.23 2009 1.69
15 1.23 2011 1.73
17 1.09 2013 1.74
40 1.24 2015 1.60
31 1.33 2016 1.53
OECD Database. https: //data. oecd. org/pop/fertility—
rates. htmo
10 ; o
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