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Factors Affecting Identity of the Peasant Migrant Workers

Abstract: Drawing on data from a questionnaire survey on 566 peasant migrant workers employed in catering in Central
Chinas Wuhan city, this paper examines the extent to which they are identified with "peasanthood" and the factors af
fecting this. The survey shows that more than thirty percent of the peasant migrant workers are equivocal on their iden-
tity. Multivariate analysis shows that significant factors influencing their identity include: attitude towards living in the
city before migration, contact with the mass media, number of jobs done in the city, contentment with salary, the ex
tent to which their families support their work in the city, and duration being engaged in agriculture production. There-
sults confirm to the hypotheses that countryside memory and urban expectation and experience have independent and

strong influence on identity of the peasant migrant workers.
Keywords: Peasant migrant workers; Identity; Countryside memory
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